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turns, and learned to his dismay that another Kansas electoral absurdity
had been perpetrated. He received a written protest against the certifi-
cate from Oxford precinct on the Missouri border just south of Kansas
City. Its return purported to record 1,628 votes, mostly Democratic.
Every one knew that there were not more than 100 people in the vicinity;
but to be doubly sure Walker drove over in his now famous mule-
drawn ambulance and carefully inspected the region; no such popula-
tion was there. Although Cass had warned him that he had no authority
to judge returns and although these votes were necessary if the Demo-
crats were to control the legislature, this fraud was too brazen. Walker
knew too well what the reaction of northern public opinion toward
him would be if he allowed that larceny. He was incensed that a border
ruffian crowd could think they could get away with this.
As he drove back to Lecompton in his ambulance he fell sick of
fever and Stanton took him to his great new house built at Benicia, on
a slope outside the town overlooking the river,, later to be known as
"Rebel Hill." Here on his sickbed. Walker took counsel with Stanton
and George W. Brown and decided he would not go behind the returns;
he would declare that from this preempt there were no returns, for
those which were sent in were palpably spurious. On October 19, there-
fore, he issued a proclamation to that effect. This document Jim Lane
encountered while he was leading a crowd over from Lawrence to pro-
test against the Oxford robbery. Despite the proclamation Lane made a
fiery speech in a mass meeting on the Lecompton main street; ex-Sheriff
Jones Called him a liar and in the ensuing scuffle Lane barely escaped
with his life. Only the efforts of "Captain" Samuel Young, probably
an agent in Walker's pay, saved the melee from becoming a murderous
riot.
The wrath of the proslavery gang was now turned on the Governor.
Their weapon was a writ from the bibulous Cato. He was persuaded to
sign a mandamus ordering Walker to give certificates to those "elected"
by the Oxford poll. This writ was served on Walker at his bedside, and
the upholders of "law and order" went of? to take part in their own
mass meeting, which passed resolutions denouncing Walker's "usurpa-
tion."